the drive for conceptual rigour and originality can be overwrought to the point of self-parody.
On the one hand, From Philosophy to Psychotherapy is brave because we really do need to better understand the theoretical foundations of psychotherapy, and Hersch offers some clarity and insight in this regard. On the other hand, it is foolhardy because Hersch is unequal to the task. The result is a flawed book, too long by half, but written with good intentions and lots of heart. (TODD DUFRESNE) Doris Olin. Paradox McGill-Queens's University Press. x, 222. $27.95 What is a paradox? In her illuminating and exactly argued treatise on paradox, Olin distinguishes between two types. In type I: apparently, a sound argument leads to a false conclusion; in type II: apparently, two sound arguments lead to conclusions that are mutually inconsistent. Thus, Achilles and the tortoise is type I; Monty Hall and Ship of Theseus are type II. Resolution of some paradoxes of either type is uncontroversial; Ship of Theseus is an example where the resolution is controversial. What is needed for an adequate resolution? Olin rightly insists that a resolution should show why a premise in the paradox is not true or why an argument in it is not valid or why a conclusion of it is not false, and, equally important, it should explain why appearances are otherwise.
Her analysis assumes that a statement cannot be both true and false. However, paraconsistent logic suggests that paradoxes may be resolved precisely by rejecting this assumption. Olin defends the law of noncontradiction in a separate chapter by arguing that paraconsistent logic cannot make fully intelligible the difference between accepting and rejecting a statement, that some classically valid inferences fail to be truthpreserving in this logic, and that meaningful statements in this logic fail to exclude any possibility. In the next six chapters Olin examines in detail the resolutions proposed in the literature for each of six deep paradoxes: the prediction (or 'surprise examination'), the preface, the lottery, Newcomb's problem, the prisoner's dilemma, and the sorites. Her probing discussion demonstrates that they are deep, because their resolution, if possible at all, must engage central unresolved issues in epistemology, metaphysics, and semantics.
This book would make an excellent text for an advanced undergraduate seminar in epistemology. Though it presupposes familiarity with truthfunctional connectives, the book would also be appropriate for bright beginning students, because Olin's presentation of the paradoxes and their possible resolutions is accessible, despite the sophistication of the reasonxxxxxxxx
